species and even genera, are in reality but transitional stages of animals, which may even be remarkably different from them both in external shape and in habits. Numerous examples of this have been found, for example, in the crustacea, or that tribe to which the crab and lobster belong.
Such researches as these in relation to disease may at first sight seem merely interesting?more fanciful than useful. But, in regard to one class especially of animal beings, the discovery of the fact that some of them are merely transitional forms of others, is likely to be of the greatest importance as indicating the means of preventing the recurrence of a very common class of diseases. The demonstration of this fact will now be our task.
There is a well-known class of beings, of simple form, whose distinctive peculiarity is that they exist within or on the bodies of other animals. Hence they have received the name of entozoa (eVro?, within; tyov, an 
